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“It alwavs makes me weary to hear peo-
ple complaining of feeling unwell,” said a
man not a member of the medical pro-
fession to a Star reperter. “It's true that
most people are suffering from colds or
=ome form of the grip, but It is not neces-
sary that they should shower their bad

fealings upon every friend they chance to
meet. There was a time when I did the
same thing, but I got bravely over It, and
now I alwavs say I'm well.

“With me it was usually a case of im-
agination, as I found out later. Every time
a friend would mention a remedy off I
would go to a druggist and squander my
money, until the list of remedies was about
exhausted. The last recommendation 1 lis-
tened to directed me to go to market and

g2t herbs from one of the old colored
aurnties  who deal in roots, barks and
grasses. It was in the springtime and the

old aunty told me my face ‘didn’t show no
slgns of dissipated "Riction,” and said a lit-
tle herb tea was all 1 needed.

“She gave me the herbs, and when I got
home 1 was made the laughing stock of
the family and was complained against by
my boy because I had not bought my med-
leine in a bottle and had thereby deprived
him of a sale to the rag man.

““The herb tea started me to thinking,
and when 1 realized that T had spent more

than $100 in remedies and was still com-
plaining to every friend who asked how I
felt 1 concluded to turn over a new leaf.
What effect, If any, the herb tea had T can-
not tell, bhut my condition changed and- the

man who now hears me make a complaint
will receive a good eash present.”
¥ % %x ¥ *

Detectives Evans and Muller were sent
on a journey through lower Maryland not
ago and their associates at pollcs
headqguarters are still engaging in a bit of
go=sip about the trip. It was necessary for

Iong

them to drive through Piscataway and Sur-
ratisville while looking for a man who —-=s
wanted in thig eity to answer a criminal
charge

“The roads were in bad shape,” remarked

ane

of the sleuths upon his return, “and
there was not even any follage to vary the
monotony of the long drive. We had driven
a long distance witho-t seeing anything
ut an occasional house and thres hogs.
The animls followed our team the same
#s a dog would follow his master over the
d, and we were unable to explain the
ent.  Waen we made a stop and the
avils seemed to have a desire to gel at
s we were more at sea than ever. It was

! ter some persuasion, in which foree
used, that we were able to drive off

swine.™

Can you offer any receon for being fol-

rog

;3-14 way?’ one of the detectives
* whatever,” was his response,

A resident of the county who happened to
be present :1 the time solved the problem
by saving the anima's thought there was
sometlung to eat in the earriage

“They were on a par with the dogs al
Oeeoquan, Va.,"” he said. “The canines there

ver neglected to go to the river when

v beard the whistle of the Washington
exey n o boat blow, for they knew they

what was left from the dinner

Virginia

It dogs may have g

g p= from the tables of the excurstoni <
o [ the detectives concluded. “but the |
Maryiand hogs were sorely disappointed if
they « fpected anything to eat from our ecar-
rizege. Tor we were trying to solve the
I problom when they were following us.”

0 of the great curlosities to Amer-
who first visit the lippines,” =aid

irmy  officer who has just returned
t three years’ detail in the archi- |

I £ I= “he method of decoration used
I turches and cometeries, especially

1 matter of the statues of Christ and
Virgi Almosgt all the statues of the
Savior in countries w'ose population is |
dork skiuned are of an Ethiopian hue and
bear the faclal characteristiecs of the na-

1 never do to wepict a Fiil-

a white man, for the reason

| to 1598, a gain of 1,900.000,

the natives would not understand or !

t It az highly as they would a di\'{r;ci
their own And it |

L the mother of Christ must also be a
k r, nl least, of dark hue. I
l
|

race. Tollows

Bui ore of the funniest things that ever
e Was tatue in a cemetery
There was a giass case as high
i :rhaps four feet square
it part of the clty of
and held
the case
1 woman,
elaborate
dreszmaker,

L3

the eye
wig seeén |
She was |
fashion

1 and a |
ilLshorough type was |
her ear. the broad ]»11!!1;
ing style from h-.-ri

in a

THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR.

wiing in Manchurla {(from a ske

left eyve. The hat was ‘he most attractive
feature of t.> whole thing, being a really
stylish ereation ecopied, -without a doubt

from some fashion book of New York
styles. At the foot of this wonderful
statue were representations of many of

the animzls of the Philippine forest, ail
ecoming up to worship it, and as a curlosity
it had no competitor in the entire island.
But the officers and soldiers of the army
who were in the neighborhood, and who all
went (o see it, were at a loss to understand
its meaning until a padre came to the
rescue. He explained that it was a siatue
of the Virgin Mary, and the consternation
of the Catholic soldiers may be imagined
when they looked upon what they thoughti
to be a desecration of a sacred subject. :

“T'he padre, however, soon quelled their
anger by explaining to them that the Fili-
pino wanted as much decoration for his
religious subjects as he could get, and that
ne would not appreciate & statue of the
Virgin elad in the garments that are fa-
miliar to us as the raiment of purity. He
demapded more than a simple garment
wound about the form, and the priests had
to respond to the u. nand in order to have
their teachings command respect, The cus-
tomary garb of the Virgin is too much like
that worn by the natives to appeal to them,
and they we.ld not readily admit the su-
periority ot a belig whose dress was not
more elaborate than thelr own. So it Is as
much a custom of the country to dress the
Virgin in fine raiment as it is to paint the
face and body of i .e Christ to correspond
with the hue which iz familiar to the na-
tives, and 1 have heard ¥ several olher
cases where statues of the Virgin are
finished in the very latest creations of the
modiste’'s and milliner's art.”

Education in Japan.
From the Seattle Post-Intelligencer.

In no field of activity has Japan done so
much as in that of education. Thanks to
the private and temple schools, which have
been in existence for centuries, as well as
to the higher state seminaries, popular ed-
ucation has always been at a high level.

It is greatly to the cre(_lit of the Japanese
physicians that ever since the middle of the
eighteenth century they have applied them-
selves to the study of the Duteh language,
thus opening a channel which has enabled
the science of Europe to effect an entry
among them. As early as 1857 Tokyo saw
the creation of a sort of institute for for-
eign science, in which instruction was given
at first in Dutch, then in English, French,
German and even Russian languages. The
chief achievement of this seminary was the
compilation of an English-Japanese diction-
ary, while in 1858 the first European schoal
of medicine was also established there. A
quarter of a century ago Japan depended
almost entirely upon foreign countries for
its supply of professors and teachers: now
the recruits are wholly drawn from native
scholars. It scarcely requires to be shown
that this new system of public education
proved in a comparatively short time an
effective. means of transforming Japan in
the progressive sense intended by the BOv-
ernment, £o that the ministry of education
may be said to have done most to weld the
nation into a harmonious whole, It may
fairly be inferred that this wise and full
development of Japan educationally is to he
credited largely with the clever work now
being performed by the Japanese naval
commanders and government officials, the
similarly clever work of Japan's army and
navy in the Chino-Japaness war of 1804-95

and in the march of the allied forces upon
Peking.

The Coming Presidential Election.

From the New York Commercial.

What the addition to the total number of
voters in the country is likely to be this
Year is very hard to conjecture. for the rea-
son that between 1896 and 194 so far as
the eleclion returns show, there was pric-
tically no gain in the number of electors.
From 1876 to 1850 there was a gain of 800, -
A1 from 1580 to 1884, a gain of 1.000,000;
from 1884 to 1888, a gain of 1.390.000: from
ISSS to 1862 a gain of 500.000, and from 1502
Belween 1576
and 1888 the popular vote for presidential
clectors increased €5 per cent, or from
S A0 N to 13, 500,000,

Apparently owing to the fact that a vast
multitude of voters did not go to the polls

at all in 1900, the total popular vote in that
Year was only 40000 greater than it was in
15, and, if anything llke a full vote is
polled next fall, there should be an enor-
mous unprecedented inerease in the total
vate. In the eight years ended with No-

vember, 1866, this vote increased 2.400.000,
and, as the population of the country has
been steadily expanding since 1306, the
total vote year should show a far
greater incerease than that of 1888-96.

A thing tnat renders it extremely difficult
1o forecast what the increase In this vole

this

may be is the fact that an exceptionally
large number of immigrants have landed
on our shores in rece *ars. In the eight

yvears ended with 1 over 3.500,000 for-
eign-born persons were added to our popu-
lation, and a conslderable proportion of
those persons is now naturalized, and they
will take part In the next election. What
the proportion may be, however, it is im-
possible to judge.

It is none too early for politlecal leaders
end managers 1o grasp the fact that *‘first

voters™” are llkely to constitute a more im-

portant factor in the approaching cam-
paign than ever before and, as a conse-
guence, that they are hkely to prove a
greater unknown quantity than has even
been the ecase hitherto. Evidently both of
the great political parties will need to do a
vast amount of misslonary work If they
hope for vicetory in November,

teh Ly our special corrzspondent).

et

CURE DIDN'T WORK

There is quite & prim little married wom-
an in this town who is waiting with consid-
erable eagerness for the beginning of the
race meeting at Benning.

The reason that she is eagerly awalting
the beginning of the meeting is that she

likes to see horse races.

Another reason is that she likes to bet
money on horse races.

And yet if any of her friends elg}:teen
months ago had even hinted that there was
a remote chance in life that she would ever
visit a race track—much less bet on a
horse race—the quite prim little married
woman would assuredly have stricken that
friend’'s name from her visiting list.

Last spring, however, she undertook to
cure her husband of his enthusiasm over
the Benning race meetings. He went every
day, and this horrified his wife beyond all
things. When, however, under questioning
he frankly admitted to her that not only
did he attend the races, but actually bet
real, honest-Injun money on the horses—
that he gambled, in short—there was noth-
ing else for her to do but to rush as fast
a8 she could for her smelling salts bottle
and then to retire to the top of the house
to indunlge in what she afterward told her
mother was “a good ery.”

The incredible depravity of her husband
was the most shocking thing that she had
ever met up with in her young life, and the
thought of it rested like a pall upon her
for many days, despite her husband's pro-
testing assurances that he only went to
the races for the fun of it, and that he had
never in his life put down a bet on a horse
race when he couldn’t afford to lose.

He did not, however, get by with it.

His wife continued to go around with
deep circles under her eyes as a result of
worrying herself over the terrible end
which she foresaw for her horse-gambling
husband.

At which stage of the situation the inev-
itable woman friend who knows all about
the kinks of married men came along and
told the suffering little creature what to do
t(_)t cure her husband of his horrible propen-
sity.

“You've got to fight fire with fire,” sa.l
the inevitable woman, who had the whole
thing so pat that it just couldn’t be got
any patter. “I advise you to just go right
out to the race track s ith your husband.
I'll be bound that when rou tell him you're
golng to do“that he'll be ready enough to
stay away from the horrid. degrading track
hlngelr. But i? he is sunk so low that
this'doesn’t appal him, why just you really-
and-truly go with him, and see how many
conniption fits he'll have when he finds you
actually at his side at such a place as a
race track! But if he is so hardened and
deaa to all sense o. right and wrong as not
to feel ashamed, then, vhy, when you get
to the track with him just stifle your feel-
ings for the good that you'll be bound to
effect, and—yes, I really mean it—why, just
you bet, too, same as ke does. And when
he sefs you doing that I'll miss my guess
it he isn't eured of his fatal propensity in-
stantly. Wouldn't be surprised if he
wouldn't drag you away from the track
by main force, and, when he got home with
you, solemnly vow that he'd never visit an-
other race track as long c® he lived and
breathed."

This idea of the inevitable woman who
had the whole game of life figured out to
a mathematical cinch didn't look so bad to
the quite pr.m little married woman. 8he
resolved to crowd down her feelings and
take a tight hold of herself and put the
scheme through at any cost

When she told her husband, that very
evening, that she wanted to accompany
him to the track on the following afternoon
she was grievously disappointed to observe
that he looked really delighted to hear -..
It so terribly shattered the ideal she had
formed of him. 8he had thought that he
might demur at the very first word of such
a proposition and wind up by indignantly
refusing to take her to any such a place.
However, he really looked genuinely de-
lighted, and told her i1nhat he was glad to
find that she had some gporting blood. after
all. It was saddening, his way of accept-
ing her proposition.

When, too, they reached the gay racae
track grand stand on the balmy spring
afternoon and he actually found her at his
side in such a place, did he look mortified
for himself and her? Well, not tb any
noticeable extent, did he. Far from it,
he bought her a program and a pencil,
staked her to $6—“dollar to bet on each
race on your own picks, you know,” as
he said to her—and looked perfectly un-
blushing and even gloatingly happy over
the shameful situation.

“Oh, well, walt until he actually sees
me in the act of betting,” the quite prim
little married woman said to herself, hopa-
fully, when the thing had gone this far,
and so, when a grand stand commissioner
came her way she recklessly handed him a
one-dollar bill and said that she wanted
to bet the money.

“What on, lady?' the grand stand com-
missioner asked her,

“I'm sure 1 don't know.” she replied,
blushing furiously. “Anything.”

Her husband, grinning, said to her:

“Be a hot sport, sis, and play the top one

Tommy Foster. He's at 100 to 1, and
look at all of the money you'll have when
he winsg™

Acliing over the very thought of her
husband’s fallen state, she nodded her
head, and the grinning grand stand com-
missioner jotted down a $1 bet for her
on the 100 to 1 shot, Tommy Foster,

Tommy Foster walked in.

The chagrined grand stand commissioner
counted into her lap five crackly twenties
and her original one.

The quite prim little married woman went
every day with her hushand to the track
after that to see, as she nalvely expressed
it, that he would be sure to get home in
time for dinner.

She abandoned that pellucid nretenge
when the fall meeting came around, how-
BVET.

“It's a

pretly wet and mussy dav,” he
said to her on the first day of the fall
meeting. “Don’'t you think vou'd better
not go today?”’

“Decidedly not!" she replied, with auster-
Ity. “And that good thing entered that I
heard about two weeks ago? 'Deed I'm
golng!"

Breakfasts at School.
Prom the New Bedford Standard.

It is just as necessary for the child to
have decent dinners and suppers as to have
decent breakfasts; and necessary, also, for
him to have suitable elothing, and a com-
fortable, wholesome place in which to gleep,
and general good care in a thousand and
one directions. If breakfast were given to
the pupils as part of the opening exercises
of the day, there would have to be supper
at the closing. The danger of the hideous
comestibles Is just as great at night as In

| the morning. But what is the good of good

feeding if the child is allowed to spend half
the night in places of nerve-exciting amuse-
ment, or, what is fully as bad, put to bed
in a stuffy, unventilated room, as scores of
vhildren are put? In taking charge of tha
breakfast, the child is not cared for in one
one-hundreth part of his needs.

JWhether in this land of free men Amerl-
can ecltizens would or would not object to
interference with thelr rights to feed their
children as they chose is not a question of
immuch importance. In this land of fathers
and mothers parents have responsibilitles
which cannot be rubbed out by the recom-
mendations of experimenting doctors, or
the projects of enthusiasts who want all the
children brought up by the governmental
machine. It might seem very fine to rear
a generation of children under the control
of the experts and the scientists; but the
process carried on long enough would pro-
duce a brood of parents who wouldn't care
any more for thelr young than a loblster
cares. Fatherhood and motherhcod may be
a very imperfect and bungling affair; but it
is inlinitely better for both parents and
children than any governmental incubator
would be, even if Lthe breakfasts are greasy.
The free American who wants his boy to
breakfast in his own home, and who pro-
vides the best breakfast he knows how, Is a
deal near knowing what children need than
any pseudo-scientist who seeks to have the
breakfast administcred along with the
arithmetle lesson.

Time Lock on Beefsteak.
Frecm the Kansas City Journal.

An lola man recently stopped for a while
Ir n small town in Keantucky. One day he
went to the local butcher shop and called
for a porterfouss steak. *“I have just
started in on this beef,"” said the butcher.
“and I won't e down to the porterhouse
until about 2 ¢'clock. Come in then and
you can get one.” The method of (e
hitcher v.as to lay half a heef on his block
and commence at one end and cut sleng
antil .t w.s gone, serving his customers
with picces 21l the way from the hoof to
the neck regardlecs of thelr preferences.

PAM'EL‘L-Y_-"POBTB.AIT'S

An itinerant purchasing agent for a noted
New York dealer in antiques and old fur-
niture Washington recently, He I8
starting on his annual buying tour
through Maryland, Virginia and North and
South Carolfha. He takes in the little old
out-of-the-way towns of these states, driv-
ing about a great deal to reach anclent
mansions-that have fallen more or less into
neglect dnd decay, and he says that he finds
the section which he thus traverses the
richest in America for the picking up of
rich eld gean capable of being furbished up
and restored, and then resold for ten or
fifteen timbs the prices at which he ac-
quires the stuff. The demand in and around

New York for genuine old colonial side-
boards and cabinets and buffet tables and
such like, he says, I8 so vastly greater than
the supply that he is enabled to pay first-
rate prices for the stuff that he picks up
on his travels, and at the same time feels
assured that his firm will make a profit of
several hundred per cent on everything that
he ships to New York for rehabilitation.

“You wouldn't be able, in a hundred
yvears,, to guess correctly the nature of one
line of stuff that I buy in these states that
comprise my territory,” this buying agent
saild in conversation with some acquaint-
ances here, *I refer to ancestral portraits.
If any of you happen to know where there
are any colonial portraits tucked away, no
matter what their state of dimness or dil-
apidation, I'll undertake to make a dicker
for them and (o pay you a good eommission
for directing me to them.

“The ancestral portrait business has had
a mighty boom during recent years, and,
prowl about as I will, I can’t begin to get
hold of enough of them to supply my firm’'s
demand fer them. I am not going to go on
record by even hinting that this boom in
the ancestral portrait line was coincident
with the prominence attained by certain as-
sociations organized by persons who felt
very certain that they had had great-grand-
fathers and great-grandmothers; but you
are at liberty to draw your own inferences
and form your own conclusions as to that.
@ is certain that before the organization
of these associations the old colonial por-
traits, both of men and women, hadn't as
‘much value, except when In the possession
of persons actually descended from the sub-
jects of the portraits, as the original cost
of the gilt upon the frames, whereas, to-
day, any old portrait dating to the tall-end
of the eighteenth or the early years of the
nineteenth century is a thousand-per-cent
proposition for the man who gets hold of it
and knows how and where to market it.

*“I found my territory pretty rich in these
old portraits when I first began to cast
about for them, less than flve years ago,
but I fear that the supply will not hold out
much longer. I have to drive far Into the
gone-to-seed sections of my territory to
find them nowadays., whereas at the out-
set I had no trouble at all in picking up a
few of the old portraits in almost every
community I visited.

“It 13 not to be supposed that the persons
from whom T buy these old portraits are
the descendants of the persons whose coun-
tenances they depiet. People who have
genuine ancesiral portraits are pretty liable
to hang onto them, no matter how embar-
rassed for funds they may be, and south-
erners would bé the last persons to permit
themselves to part with portraits of their
progenitors for a financlal consideration.
All of the old colonial portraits that I have
picked have been those of persons whoase
lines are extipct, and the pletures have
been in the possession of persons who con-
sequently had' no sentimental interest in
them. glnst' of them have been stowel
away in attizs’ or cellars or in storerooms
for fifty or rhore years, and until the
agents got along with requests to look
them over were esteemed of little or no
value by thé*F possessors. They were at
the ocutset purchasable for a few dollars,
but as the woerd traveled about that the
portraits were'in big demand the ante was
raised to what the people holding them
deemed ‘enormous priéces. The highest
price that I ever paid for one of them was
in a little town in North Carolina. The
portrait represented a good-looking young
chap In ‘the uniform of an officer of the
American Trevolutionary army. The picture
was a good piece of work, although It had
faded agpd <he dust and spider webs of a
century were: ground into it. I paid the
proprietor of a mean little country grocery,
who owned it, $40 for the plicture, and it
was obvious“that he thought he had bun-
coed me sadly nwgrueling that much mones
out of me for .the portrait. The portrait
was restored by a New York artist who Is
employed by my firm for this sort of work,
and sold to a New York customer for
£1.500.  Bad percentage that, eh?

“A good many of these old portraits are
actual works of art, for it is to be remem-
bered that a number of very clever English
and French and Itallan portrait painters,
chaps of an adventurous disposition,
prowled about the southern statea before
and after the American revolution, making
portraits of members of the great families,
sometimes In return for the hospitality ex-
tended to them. Very few of the portraits
dating back a hundred years or more are
capable of being described as inferior, in
point of artistic merit, to the best por-
traits of the present day, although southern
homes, T find, are cluttered with the most
excerable family portraits dating in execu-
tion from, say, 1815 to 1860,

“I am pretty keen, too, In search of fine
old miniatures, for which there is a steady
demand, at -hig prices, in New York and
othern eastern cities. In one of the bottom
drawers of an ancient mahogany dressme
table that I bought .a southern Virginla a
few vears ago I found a miniature, painted
on lvory, of a lovely young girl. It was a
choice and an artistic piece of work, with
the date, 1794, on the reverse side. The
colors were seemingly as good as they had
been on the day the miniature was com-
pleted, and it required absolutely no touch-
ing up. A New York woman of the ‘new’
type, high in the councils of feminine elub-
dom and all that, paid $700 for this gem,
surrounded it with d'amonds cut In imita-
tion of old-mine stones and wore It with
tremendous effect at meetings which she
attended of a certain dating-back women's
associatlon of which she is a prominent
member. Far be it from me to say that
the good lady at length began to belleve
herself that the minlature actually por-
trayed a colonial woman of her own family
in a direct or collateral line—I am merely
relating the circumstances attending her
acquisition of it.”

Tramway in Hull, England.

According to United States Consul Hamm
at Hull, England, the tramway system In
that city, owned and operated by the r -
nicipality, is superior in many respects to
the system existing in almost any Ameri-
can city. The cars are double deckers
and the fare is 2 cents for all distances
on all lines. The flnancial results of tLhis
low fare system are Interesting. During
the past twelve months ten miles of dou-
ble track, or twenty miles of single track
were in operation. The gross income was
about $445,000. and the cost of operation
about $243,000, leaving a gross profit of
$212,000, and, 'deducting interest on the
investment anid the sinking fund, a net
profit of $122€00, or an average of over
£12,000 a mile of double track, which went
into the (eity treasury. The wages paid
will appedr low to an American. Motor-
men recelve ftom $6.75 to $8.50 a week,
and conduetors:from %5 to $6.50 per week.
It is admitted; (however, that house rents
and some kinds of provisions are cheaper
in England than in most American cities.
A day's work:consists of ten hours. Thn
overhead trolley is used and the speed
varies ingdiffgrent parts of the city, the
maximum being twelve miles per hour.
The length of 'the track is being constantly
added toy the'econsul says, and all the
leading streets will soon have car lines.

To-Cure Sleeplessness.
From Leslie’s Mowothiy,

When weé are'kept awake from our fa-
tigue, the''first-thing to do is to say over
and over to ourselves that we do not care
whether we sleep or not, in order to Imbue
ourselves with a healthy indifference about
it. It will help toward gaining this whole-
scme indifference to say “I am too tired to
sleep, and therefore the first thing for me
to do is to get rested in order to prepare
for sleep. When my brain is well resled it
will go to skep; it eannot help It. When
it is well rested it will sleep just as nat-
urally as my lungs breathe, or as my heart
beats.” Another thing to remember—-and
it is very Important—is that an overtired
brain needs more than the usual nourish-
ment. If you have been awake for an
hour, and it is three hours after your last
meal, take half a cup or a cup of hot milk.
If you are awake for another two hours
take half a cup more, and so, at intervals
of about two hours, se long as' you are
awake throughout the. night. Hot milk is
nourishing and a sedative. It is not Incon-
venient to have milk by the side of one’s
bed, and a little saucepan and a spirit lamp.

A TERRIBLE TANGLE

It Is not often that so complicated and
embarrassing a ticket tangle takes place
as the-one which had four persons more or
less dazed at a Washington theater the
other evening. :

The four persons will be described as fol-
lows:

1. John Smith, whose first wife obtained
a divorce from him three years ago. .

2. Mrs. John S8mith, second wife of the
above, whom he married about a year ago.

3. Mrs. John Smith, his first wife, and
who still “goes by” her married name.

4. Jack Deepsea, a naval officer, who is
engaged to be married to the divorced Mrs.
John Smith.

Shortly after 9 o'clock the other morning
John Smith rang up the box office of the
theater on his house telephone and told
the ticket man who answered the 'phone
that he wanted two orchesira seats for the
performance that evening. He sald that
he'd eall for them that evening at T7:45.
They were to be marked for Mr. -John
Smith. The ticket man said to John Smith
that that would be all right. He took two
orchestra tickets out of the rack, put them
in an envelope, marked them *“John Smith’’
and put them away in the “to-be-called-
for’* pigeonhole.

Then this ticket man went out on an er-
rand, leaving another man to take his
place during his absence,

The other ticket man’s first call up was
from a lady, who said that she wanted two
tickets in the orchestra for the perform-
ance that night. This lady was Mrs, John
Smith, who had obtained a divorce from
John Smith three years previously., Jack
Deepsea, the naval officer, to whom she Is
engaged, and who Is stationed at Norfoli,
was due in town that evening, as he in-
formed her in a letter which she received
from him that morning, and he had sug-
gested the theater in his letter, asking her
to pick ofit the theater and to make the
ar:r‘%t;femenﬁs a:s to the seats.

¥ well; two seats in the orchestra,”

sald the ticket office man at the telephone.

V};l?;rl 1‘1' a??llFror the mat 7:45, you say?
. or

servea?” whom are they to be re-

‘Mrs. John S8mith,” said t
end of the telephone, SIS Inty 3¢ b

The ticket man scrawled “John Smith"
on the envelope in which he placed the two
tickets, and placed the envelope in the
pigeonhole for *‘to-be-called-for" tickets.

Oddly enough, the tickets set aside for
John Smith and his wife and those put
aslde for Mrs. John Smith and her fiance
oty T e gecac o, Soaing for scate et

same row,
thg PiiSomiin i but side by side, in
n the minute of 7:45 John Smi -
svt;?;-ed In the lobby of the theater wgltﬂh %1;;5

Also on the stroke of 7:45 Jack
the naval officer engaged to mg‘ra:rpst‘.’l?é
divorced Mrs. John Smith, appeared in the
lobby of the theater with his fiancee,

All four saw each other as soon as they
severally entered the lobby.

The two men glared at each other,

The two women sniffed at each other.

John Smith was the first to reach the
ticket window.

“I.et me have those two seats I telephoneqd
for this morning—John Smith's the name,"”
he said to the ticket man.

The ticket man shuffled over the “‘to-be-
f_aﬁlln:ld-for" envelopes, and then looked mys-
1ine

“There are reservations for two John
Smiths,” he sald. “You didn't telephone
twice, did you—or perhaps your wife, not
knowing that you telephoned for the tick-
ets, telephoned for them herself?"

“Nothing like it,"” replied John Smith,
upon whom the situation flashed with the
first words of the ticket man. *“I tele-
phoned only once, and my wife didn't tele-
phone. I asked for two seats in the orches-
tra. Let me have the John Smith envelope
that contains two orchestra seats."

The first John Smith envelope that the
ticket man opened contained two orchestra
seats, and he passed them over to John
Smith, who, bestowing a final glare upon
the naval officer, who stood in the lobby
with a sardonic expression on his counte-
nance, took his wife into the theater.

Then the naval officer walked up to’the
box office window.

“Those two seats reserved this morning
for Mrs. John Smith,”” said the naval officer
to the ticket man.

“Oh, I see,” said the ticket man, a light
breaking in on him. “One of the reserva-
tions was for Mrs. John Smith, and my
understudy in the office didn't put the
‘Mrs." before the second request for a reser-
vation. Here are the seats, sir,”” and he
passed over the envelope containing two
orchestra seats.

Jack Deepsea took the seats, and pres-
ently was walking down the middle aisle of
the theater with his fiancee, the divorced
Mrs. John 8Smith, the usher conducting
them.

Arriving at .he row called for by the
seat coupons, Mrs. John Smith, the fiancee
of Jack Deepsea, instantly saw that her
former husband and his present wife had
the two aisle seats, and that the only two
emply seats in the row were right next to
the aisle seats. She flashed a look of con-
sternation at her fiance. Jack Deepsea,
who, however, only set his jaw down hard
and nodded that, former husband or no
former husband, they were to take those
two seats that he had pald for.

John Smith, in standing up to permit
Jack Deepsea and the former Mrs. John
Smith to pass, glared vindictively at the
naval officer, who returned the glare with
compound interest. His wife, in kind, sniff-
ed mightily at the sight of her husband's
former wife, but her sniff wasn't a marker
to the sniff given vent to by the first Mrs.
John Smith,

“It Is too absurd,” whispered the first
Mrs. John Smith to Jack Deepsea, her
fiance, when they were settled in their
seats. “There are lots and lots of people in
the theater who know me, and I just know
that they are pointing us out and—and—
well, knocking and commenting, and—"

“Let 'em knock and comment all they
want to,” growled her flance, Jack Deepsea,
“We've got a right to these seats,” and he
glared around him with a “Who's afraid?”
expression,

“It's such a silly position to be placed in.”
said Mrs. John Smith to her husband, in a
tiny whisper, as soon as the other two had
been seated. “And I just know that every-
body in the house is talking about the ab-
surdity of it.”

John Smith made some inaudible reply to
his wife, and then the curtain went up.

When the curtain fell on the first act,
Mrs, John Smith No. 1 told Jack Deepsea
that she couldn't any longer stand having
people behind her bore holes in the back of
her head with their eyes, and told him he
must have their seats changed. Jack Deep-
sea reluctantly consented to do this, and
the two got up and left their seats.

“I am not going to sit alongside that
brazen creature any longer,"” said Mrs. John
S8mith to her husband as soon as Jack
Deepsea and his flancee had left their seats.
“You must have our seats changed in-
stantly."

John Smith told her that the other two
had probably left the theater for good, but
Mrs. John Smith insisted that she knew they
would be back—*"the creature is too bold to
feel In the least embarrassed’’—and insisted
that they obtain other seats.

Bo the John Smiths, too, left their seats.

When the curtain went up again all four
were seated side by side. It had just hap-
pened that way. They had obtained side-
by-side seats in the rear of the orchestra
circle, and they were together once more.
The previous scowls and sniffs weren't a
marker to those which ensued when the
four parties to the incident found how they
had been huddled together the second time.

They all left the theater together at the
termination of the second act, the two wo-
men telling their men folks that they
couldn't stand the absurdity of the situa-
tion any longer,

“Very well, we'll go and get a bite to
eat somewhere.” sald John Smith to Mrs.
John Smith.

“Oh, well, we can at least go somewhere
and have a snack to eat,” sald Jack Deep-
sea to Mrs. John Smith No. 1.

John Smith and his wife arrived at the
rathskeller only a minute or so before Jack
Deepsea and his fiancee got there. Jack
Deepsea and John Smith scowled and Mrs.
John Smith and Mrs. John Smith No. 1
sniffed when they all saw each other again,
and then Jack Deepsea and . Mrs. John
Smith No. 1 went to another restaurant,

Washington is the city of magnificent dla-
tances, but It isn’t such a big place after
all. -

Modern Bherlock.

From the Chicago News.

The modern Bherlock was working on a
correspondence mystery.

‘“This letter came from Kentucky,” he
sald.

“Did you notice the water mark?" asked
the friend. ;

“No; I noticed the liquor mark. The man
that sealed it had ‘moonshine’ on . his
tongue.”

MR. HITCHCOCK

AND MR. WILSON.

CHUMS OF THE CABINET

They Are Secretary Wilson
and Secretary Hitchcock.

KINDRED SPIRITS

ONE IS A FARMER AND ONE A
BUSINESS MAN.

But They Have Much in Common and
Are Often Seen Together
in Public.

Written for The Evening Star.

Theschums of President Roosevelt's cab-
inet are Ethan Allen Hitcheock, Secretary
of the Interior. and James Wilson, Se re-
tary of Agriculture. They are comrades
in every sense of the word. For years they
have walked away from cabinet mectings
together, except on bad days, when their
carriages were waiting for them. They
manage to finish their work-in the cabinet
room about the same time and leave the
President's offices together, Mr. Hitcheoek
lighting a cigar as he walks away from
the cakbinet room. They stroll along to-
gether, talking without animation and in
the qulet, conservative way €0 character-
:stic of them. Generally Mr. Wilson has
his hands down in his overcoat pockets,
while Mr. Hicheock has a bundle of pa-
pers under one arm or in one hand, and
his favorite cigar in the other. A snap
shot of the eabinet cronies shows lem
walking on Pennsylvania avenue, just in
front of tiie White House. as they are
ing to their oflices from a cabin2t sess.or

The friendship between the two men
dates beck three or four years. They are
men of much the same temperament and
naturally got together. ™They begun to
like each other and the comradeship fol-
lowed. They are jocularly twitted by tle
President as the “official twins” of 1
cabinet and the other cabinet members sa;
funny things to them and about them.
They go on. however, as they have gone
for vears, beileving in and #dmiring e.ch
other.

“Tama Jim'" Wilson. as he is familiarly
known in Iowa. and especially in Tama
county, his home. has been in the cabinet
seven vears, having entered his present po-
gition with President McKinley seven years
ago Marech 4 last. He his served longer
consecutively than any man in the cabi-
net. In fact he is the only man now in
President Roosevelt's cabinst who entered
the cabinet of President McKinley at the
beginning of the latter's administration.
He has survived all the cabinet changes
of those years, and is onr of the few cab-
inet officers whose resignation or discon-
rection with official fife lLas not at scme
time or other been talked of in the pa-
pers. His faithful work has impressad
both Presidents. and he will certainly re-
main with President Roosevelt as long as
he desires.

The Farmer.

Mr. Wilson iz a Scotchman, having been
born in Ayrsaire, Scotland, August 16, 1835.
He came to the United States with his
parents in 1552, settling in Connecticut.
Three years lacter he was in his beloved
county of Tama, where he soon began
farming. He gravitated toward politics,
first serving in the legislature, being speak-
er of the Iowa house at one time. He was
elected to Congress in 1872, serving three
terms. Before becoming Secretary of Agri-
culture he was director of the agricultural
experiment station and professor of agri-
culture at the lowa Agricultural College at
Ames,

He is a farmer by inclination, and nothing
pleases him - better than to get among
farmers. At the same time he is a hard-
headed and far-seeing politician, a close-
mouthed cablnet officer and a valuable man
to Presidents. He has executive ability of
a high order, as shown in the management
of his department and the handling of im-
portant questions arising there. He doesn t
bother the President much about the detalls
of the department, as he realizes that the
President s not a farmer and doesn't un-
derstand much about seed, soil and scien-
tific mattgrs bearing upon both. Occaslon-
ally he arlses in a cabinet session and tells
what his department is doing in the way of

experimenting for the Improvement of agrl- |

cultural cenditions.

It may be a Japanese rice that Is belng
raised in Louisiana, or it may be some-
thing about the cotton boll weevil In Texas,
but whenever he talks everybody listens,
because he says something, says it briefly
and in well-chosen language. He never
talks unnecessarily, and he Is wonderfully
conservative,

The Business Man.

Ethan Allen Hitchcock is a business man,
pure and simple; an exceedingly shrewd
one, minus much of the fear of politiclana
that many public men have. Many attemipts
have been made to get him out of the cab-
fnet. Western men who do not llke his
management of land and other questions
have organized campalgns against him, but
he remains in the cabinet, He bably
likes the work and the Pres!dent llkes hls
honesty. Mr. Hitchcock’s unvarnished hon-
eaty is what holds him in his position, to-
gether with the fact that he knows a busi-
ness proposition as far as many man and
ean manage a bilg department llke bis own
with ability, For abllity to keep his mouth
shut under nll conditions Mr. Hitchoonk
is even superfor to his chum. He s> sai-
dom talka that nothing s known of what
ta mu; on In his departmenat untll he
ma. an anncuncement sulted to his own

dosires and typewrilien In Lis own words.

- -_—h’

There are no extra words and nothing te
hang another story on when he has fin-
ished.

Mr. Hitcheock is from Missouri. The re-
publlean politicians of that state do not
like him because he is not a machine poli-
ticlan. The western congressmen who have
constituents seeking to grab off large
chunks of government lands without much
regard for the law do not like him. He
sees that the grab is conducted strietly
according to law. Therefore he is unpop-
ular. He will not do what the politicians
want. A strong combination of western
senators went after his sealp several vears
ago, or just after President Rooscvelt came
in. They didn't get it and the crusade
against him has about stopped.

First Ambassador to Russia.

Mr. Hitcheock was nominated and con-
firmed as Secretary of the Interior Decem-
ber 21, 1898, But did not assume the duties
of the office untll the February following.
When he was nominated he was the am-
bassador of this country to St. Petersburg.
He was the first ambassador of the Unitad

States accredited to Russia, having gome
there as a minister. He had not held po-
iitieal office prior to his appointment by

President MeKinley, who thought a great

deal’ of him. He had been at the head of
large business concerns in his home town
of Bt. Lou

Mr. Hitcheock was born in Moblle, Ald.,

September 19, 1835, and is just a month
younger ihan Secretary Wilson. From Mo-
bile he went to New Orleans and then to

Nashville, where he altended school
completed his sclool course at a military
academy in Connecticut. He rejoined his
family in St. Louis, engaging in business
there. In-1860 he went to China to enter
the commission house of Olyphant & Co.,
of which firm he was made a partner in
1868. He retired from busin-ss in 1872, and
spent several years in Furope. Returning
to the United States, he aguin entered busi-
ness, becoming president of a number of
lurgq' manufiacturing concerns, He re-
mainéd at the Head of these concerns until
he was appolinted as ambassador to 8St. Pe-
tersbhurg.

Ha

Origin of City Plans.
From the Archliects and Buildess' Magzazine,

All eitles, with few exceptions, trace the

origin. of their plan to the inclosed camp,
and many still show marked features of
rrimitfve fortifeations. In all early
5\'Iwm_es Jor defense the inclosed sgquare
was considered the best From the time
when' wagons were me parked on the
plain to the time when b ngs were ¢con-
structed with blank walls to the enemy,
and their facade to the open square, this
plan “has™been universally ad wled: and
many of the great squares or market plices
of famous cities still show undeniable evi-
dences of these pr tions for defense,
In the old city of Brusscls the square upon
which faces its wonderful city hall is ap-
proached by streets so nuarrow that they

must surely have been constructed with the
idea of defense in mind.
Were it possible to forecast the rapid de-

velopment of «<ities or to predict which of
our many cities is to become a metropolis,
the problem might not be such a difffcult
one, but such, unfortunately, is not the
case, Even the most vivid imagination
would scarcely have been able to predict
the enormous increas of population and
the consequent architectural development
of modern citics, The rapid growth of
American citles is well known, but few
realize that the alder cilies of Europe have
bad a similur experien The recent in-

1gnce. i
crease In Berlin has exceeded that of Chl-
cago, and what is true of Berlin is true of
many other European centers, It Is then
not surprising to note tt in Hanover,
Haimburg, Nuremberg, Leipsic, Leigniiz, St
Johann a Saar and Magdeburg modern mu-
nicipal buildings of great Importance have
recently been or are now being constructed,

Grafting “Under the Bark.”
From the London Globe.

It is well known that branches and buds
can be grafted, not only on the some but
even on different specles of trees. but few
are aware that young frult of certain spe-
cles can be grafted on woody bougis called
to nourish them. A Duchesso ' Aungoulsme
pear, for example, taken from tue native
tree 4t the time when the young ifrult re-
quired *“thinning out.” was grafted on A
year-old twig of another tree by tue moth-

od known as graflting '"‘under the bark.”
Prof, Courtols and M, Duvoire of bDeauvais

describe tha process as follows: ‘I'he twlg,
or bough, was cut to a lea ;th o four or
five cemtimeters, -2nd the baik = .. length-
wise. The stalk of the pear ... «en flat-
tened s0 a8 to pass under iLe bark at the
slit, and the whole bound w.... ..phia and
gummeéd with mastic, The f saip on
the part of the fruft caused in the grafting
delayed itz ripening and dim. fise,

but the investigators will continue the ir ex-

periments under different cor ns and
with other varietles of frults, T worthd
be pleased If other horticulturis.s would

also try the method. If It turns out u prac-
tieal success it will be valuable to gurden-
ers, Because the "excess of young frult on
some trees, now lost in “thinning out,”
might b® “grafted on other (lrecs able to
nourish them,

Dirvectara’ Liability in England.
From tho B rdny Review,

Two test actlons brought by shareholders
in" “the - Standard Exploraiion Company

_Lerd Edward Pelham Clinton and

Mh-c‘lﬂmw. who were directers,
have been for several days befora Mr, Jus-
Zﬂ?,‘_.mreo. False statements arc alleged
to have been made In the prospecius, and
the two defendants are sought to be made

ble. The principal sllegation is that
" large holdings were sald to have been ac-
S 2 Lonion 0, S ont e
a ary companles, e profi’
w-m sufficient te pay a dividend -
E13 ) per cent on the current year, Tha
company falled & year afier the prospeetus
was Issued and a dividend of ssven shi
was ‘paid to -the .creditors, nona of L
shareholders le'ng paid anyihing. It is
the directors either knew or ough! to hawe
known ihe st:itesenis (0 be anirue.




